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Useful Internet Sites and Articles

Texas Legislative News

The Texas legislators met at the state Capitol in
Austin on January 10, 2017, for opening day of the
85th regular session of the Texas Legislature. The
session will last 140 days and will end on May 29,
2017. Representative Joe Straus of San Antonio
was re-elected as Speaker of the House for a fifth
term while Senator Kel Seliger of Amarillo was
elected as speaker pro tempore. Texas Supreme
Court Justice Nathan Hecht administered the oath
of office to both the House and the Senate. As of
January 10th, the legislators filed more than 1,300
bills since November 14th, which was the first day
pre-filing was permitted. As of February 9th, more
than 3,000 bills were filed: 2,108 by the House
and 955 by the Senate. Representative Straus set
a hopeful tone on his opening day speech, saying
the following: “If you walk into a factory or a res-
taurant or a hos[Jital, you will find citizens of dif-
ferent races, religions and political beliefs work-
ing together every day. And that’s what Texans
should expect of us. So let’s follow their example.
Let’s govern with the same sense of goodness, the
same humanity and decency that we so clearly
recognize in the people we represent.” Quotes
from the Collin County Commercial Record, Janu-
ary 17, 2017.
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Texas Legislature Online

There are several ways to stay current on what
the legislators are doing during the 85th regular
session. The first is Texas Legislature Online
éTLO), available here. This is the official website
or the 85th regular session and for the Texas Leg-
islature. The website provides links to several use-
ful and interesting links, including calendars, com-
mittees, and members of both the House and the
Senate. All daily legislative activity can be
tracked on the website and can be accessed by
clicking on links to video broadcasts, today’s
calendars, today’s meetings, today’s filed bills

and today’s votes for both the House and the Sen-
ate. A personalized TLO account may be created
for a personalized viewing of all legislative con-
tent, alerts to bills, and alerts for committee
hearing notices and minutes.
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Another helpful website for those interested in

[Jaying attention to the current activities of the
egislature is the Legislative Reference Library of

Texas. The Legislative Reference Library is locat-
ed on the second floor of the Capitol building in
Austin. Their website has a number of interesting
and useful links and articles all designed to keep
up with the activity of the current session. While
this website contains much of the same infor-
mation as Texas Legislature Online, it has addi-
tional items such as current articles of interest to
the legislature which are posted from the latest
issues of over 300 journals, state documents, and
trade publications. The articles are selected by
the librarians and posted on a weekly basis to the
website.

Legislative Reference Library
of Texas
your pastoer in kegisiitive research

Lastly, the Dallas Morning News Austin Bureau has
an interactive blog to track “key issues and the
latest developments from the Capitol.” The blog is
updated several times a day and can be searched
by issue, power players, and legislature involvin
the following areas: families, communities, an
money. The blog is available through this link:
ggt?]:// /interactives.dallasnews.com/2017/the-
th/.
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Copies of these articles are available in the library, or from the law librarian via email:
droberts@co.collin.tx.us
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On February 1, 2017, Chief Justice Hecht gave his second State of the
Judiciary address. The address was delivered in the House chamber to
both state representatives and senators. The full text is available here:
http://www.txcourts.gov/media/1437101/s0j-2017.pdf. In his address,
Chief Justice Hecht urged courthouses statewide to improve security
measures, to remain focused on access to justice, and to implement
changes to the bail system. A brief summary of the full address is
available on the Texas Supreme Court’s website.

The Curt B. Henderson Law Library retains hard copies of all the opin-
ions published by the current Attorney General. The current collection
contains only those issued so far during Ken Paxton’s term, but the
Attorney General’s website has digital copies of all opinions dating
back to 1939. Those opinions are accessible here.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

The Curt B. Henderson Law Library will welcome a new part-time as-
sistant librarian towards the end of this month. Faith Miller was previ-
ously a consumer finance paralegal for national bank financial ser-
vices. She has always had a strong interest in both the legal field and
libraries so she is very much looking forward to joining the Law Li-
brary team! Outside of work, Ms. Miller is an avid jogger, a lover of
the outdoors, an avid Texas Rangers fan, and a proud pet parent of
her cat Austin. Please feel free to stop by the reference desk to intro-
duce yourself.

Thank you to all of the attorneys who come in and respect our no cell
phone policy by making and taking phone calls in the hallway. As a re-
minder, there is a courtesy phone on the back counter for emergen-
cies. There is also the Attorney Lounge on the first floor of the court-
house for those attorneys who need to work while taking calls. Thank
you for your continued cooperation!

Also, please remember that if you are bringing a document that re-
quires witnesses, the library is unable to provide witnesses. The librar-
ians will notarize documents but please bring any required witnesses
with you.



https://texasattorneygeneral.gov/opinion/index-to-opinions
http://www.txcourts.gov/media/1437101/soj-2017.pdf
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Lexis Advance Tips

As a reminder, the Curt B. Henderson Law Library is proud to offer Lexis Advance for patron use. The last
newsletter covered how to conduct a basic search in Lexis Advance while this one will provide a tutorial
on how to use Shephard’s Citation Service. To shepardize, simply enter shep: followed by the case cita-
tion in the search bar.

Lexis Adwvances
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This will bring the user to a thorough snapshot of the treatment of the case searched and a Shepard’s
signal indicator is available at a glance next to the case searched—yellow in this example. The red box
on the left side permits the user to quickly navigate to the Shepard’s report section that generated the
signal, which is Apﬁellate History, Citing Decisions, Other Citing Sources, and Table of Authorities. The
blue box, also on the left, permits the user to further narrow his or her search. Using this “Narrow By”
feature, the user may search by specific treatment, specific headnotes, jurisdictions, time frame, and
even depth of discussion.

Lexis Advance prO\;ideg a legénd to understand what each of the sigﬁél indicators mean. To access the
Legend, simply scroll down to the very bottom of the search page and click on Legend.

hawe held that this same rule apphes to criminal contempt procesdmgs (other than summary
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Tech Tips: More Useful Apps and Law Blogs

e Second Chair Mobile Jury— designed to assist trial attorneys with jury selection. The app allows hand-
written notes to be made within the app, the abilitg to drag and drop jurors in the jury box, and ex-
cu?e jurors or seat alternates. It includes customizable juror questions. Currently available on iTunes
only.

e Wolfram’s Lawyer’s Professional Assistant - available for both Apple and Android for a small fee
(around $4.99), this app Frovides quick reference assistance. It’s the “Swiss army knife” for the court-
room and contains a legal dictionary, statute of limitations information for all 50 states, calendar com-
putations, and financial computations to assist with settlements.

e Penultimate— currently available only on an iPad, this is a note taking app that turns the iPad into a
legal pad. Notes may be written with either a stylus or just a fingertip. All notes are fully erasable.




New on the Shelf

e Davis’s Texas Estate Planning Forms—2017 (NEW this year)

L Joytab baster

e (O’Connor’s Texas Family Law Handbook—2017

e 0O’Connor’s Texas Rules of Evidence Handbook—2017
e (O’Connor’s Texas Employment Codes Plus—2016-2017
‘‘‘‘‘ e 0O’Connor’s Texas Real Estate Forms—2017

e 0O’Connor’s Federal Rules Civil Trials—2017

e 0O’Connor’s Civil Trials—2017

e Bankruptcy Code, Rules & Official Forms—2016-2017

The Law Library e West’s Federal Sentencing Guidelines Digest—2017 Edition

e Federal Criminal Practice, Revision 9

will be closed e Federal Jury Practice and Instructions Civil Companion Handbook, 2016-2017
e Texas Criminal Lawyer’s Handbook Volumes 1 and 2, Revision 17

on Friday, e Police Misconduct Law and Litigation, 2016-2017

e Vehicle Search Law Deskbook—2016-2017 Edition

] e Courtroom Criminal Evidence Volumes 1 and 2, Sixth Edition
Apl‘ll 14’ 2017 e Depositions: Procedure, Strategy & Technique, 3d—2016-2017 Edition
¢ Handbook on Texas Discovery Practice—2016-2017
for Good Friday. e Texas Construction Law Manual—2016-2017 Edition

e Texas Law of Wills—2016-2017
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